
Were those UFOs or aircraft? 
� WYTHEVILLE (UPI) - Many residents say some 
of the 3,000 unidentified flying objects seen over 

··"Wythe County since 1987 were probably military 
aircraft, but some people at a UFO conference held in 
Wytheville over the weekend think they may have 
been something else. 
· · The conference was called to try to determine what 

.has been seen over this rural, mountainous county of 
26,000 about 75 miles southwest of Roanoke. 

The 3,000 sigbtings have made Wythe County the 
UFO capital of the world, said conference organizer 
Danny Gordon, who said he has seen unidentified 
flying objects 43 times, including one that paced his 
��r at 25 mph. 

The sightings began in October 1987 and during the 
next few weeks dozens more were reported. 

The mystery app1�ared to be solved when a techni­
cal sergeant with the Tennessee Air Natio�al qua�d 
said the people in �/ytheville had been seemg m-a1r 
refueling of planes •On training flights. ·

But a skeptical Gordon said that when he called a 
base commander to confirm that report, the officer 
told him the planes do not refuel below 18,000 feet and 
that what people saw could not have been his planes. 

Gordon does not doubt that some of the UFOs were 
military J?lane� refueling, but that doesn't answer all 
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